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of this ultimatum to Charles, and that his knowledge
influenced his conduct. However that may be, he
slipped out of Velletri in the dead of that same night
disguised as a groom. Half a mile out of the town3
Francesco del Sacco, an officer of the Podesta of Vel-
letri, awaited him with a horse, and on this he sped
back to Rome,, where he arrived on the night of the
30th. He went straight to the house of one Antonio
Fiores, an auditor of the Tribunal of the Ruota and a
person of his confidence,, who through his influence
and protection was destined to rise to the eminence of
the Archbishopric of Avignon and Papal Nuncio to
the Court of France.
Cesare remained at Flores's house, sending word to
the Pope of his presence, but not attempting to ap-
proach the Vatican. On the following day he with-
drew to the stronghold of Spoleto.
Meanwhile Rome was thrown into a panic by the
young Cardinal's action and the dread of reprisals on
the part of France. The quaking municipality sent
-representatives to Charles to assure him that Rome
had had no part in this breach of the treaty, and to
implore him not to visit it upon the city. The King
replied by a special embassy to the Pope, and there
apparently dropped the matter, for a few days later
Cesare reappeared at the Vatican.
Charles, meanwhile, despite the threats of Spain,
pushed on to accomplish his easy conquest.
King Alfonso had already fled the kingdom (Janu-
ary 2<th), abdicating in favour of his brother Fed-
-erigo. His avowed object was to withdraw to Sicily,
retire from the world, and do penance for his sins,
-for^which BO doubt there was ample occasion. The